






9/6/2017 Yale University Mail - Excellent performance by my Summer Session TA, Juan Pineros

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=87fc1b0cca&jsver=EfWGX3tyASk.en.&view=pt&msg=14fade3f8e55d905&q=lavog%40conncoll.edu&qs=tru… 1/1

Juan Piñeros <juan.pineros@yale.edu>

Excellent performance by my Summer Session TA, Juan Pineros 

Lawrence Vogel <lavog@conncoll.edu> Tue, Sep 8, 2015 at 12:53 PM
To: sun-joo.shin@yale.edu, Kenneth Winkler <kenneth.winkler@yale.edu>

Dear Profs. Shin and Winkler,

I'm writing to you - unsolicited - about the superb efforts of Juan Pineros who TA'd for my Yale Summer Session course,
PHI 100: Happiness.  

I was fortunate to get a TA because 20 students signed up for my class. Julie Niemeyer posted an ad to grad students,
and Juan was one of five applicants. I chose him because of his evident love of the history of philosophy, the range of his
interests, and his enthusiasm for the job. I couldn't have done better. Juan prepared for and attended the class during July
and the first week of August on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. He contributed to the conversation in a tactful
and helpful way. He agreed to lead one of our sessions, on the day we discussed Christianity, and did an excellent job.
Last but not least, he commented on students' posts, advised them on their final creative projects, and, with my
consultation, took primary responsibility for grading. 

Juan provided all twenty students with subtle, articulate and timely responses to both their posts and their final projects.
He got to the know the students well as he worked closely with them outside of class. On the final day, it was clear how
much they appreciated Juan's efforts and his personality, for the students spontaneously applauded his contribution to the
semester.

I would recommend Juan as a TA without a single reservation. He's absolutely responsible, and brings to the task both
smarts and good humor. He's particularly skilled at helping students to appreciate relevant distinctions and focus their
ideas. I hope he gets plenty of opportunities to teach in his graduate years at Yale because he's a real asset to the
Department.

Best,

Larry Vogel

 
--  
Lawrence Vogel 
Professor of Philosophy, Connecticut College  
New London, CT 06320 
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