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Aristotle’s Psychology (PHL302H5F) 
 

 

Instructor: Juan S. Piñeros Glasscock 

Classroom: T: IB210, R: IB200 

Class time: T 11-12, R 11-1 

E-mail: juan.pineros@mail.utoronto.ca 

Office: MN 6162. 

Office Hours: T 1-2:30pm or by appointment. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

In this course, we shall explore Aristotle’s writings on the soul/mind (ψυχή), by embarking on a close 

reading of Aristotle’s De Anima supplemented by excerpts from other works, such as the Parva 

Naturalia. We shall also employ both historical and contemporary sources to throw light on the ideas 

defended in these works. 

Although we shall discuss the so-called ‘mind-body problem’ and Aristotle’s distinctive proposal 

in this area (hylomorphism), our central focus will be on Aristotle’s account of specific psychological 

phenomena. Thus, we shall study in detail Aristotle’s views on perception (αἴσθησις), imagination 

(φαντασία), memory (μνήμη), intellect (νοῦς), and action (πρᾶξις), and consider how these different 

processes are integrated in single organisms of different types (plants, brutes, and rational animals). 

One of our aims is to consider whether (and, if so, how) Aristotle’s treatment of these topics might 

offer a distinctive alternative to contemporary paradigms in psychology, neuroscience, and philosophy 

of mind. For instance, we shall investigate the upshots of treating phenomena like perception and 

imagination from a teleological standpoint that portrays them as the basis for the highest 

accomplishments of rational creatures, understanding (ἐπιστήμη) and virtuous action.  

 

INTENDED AUDIENCE AND PREREQUISITES 

 

This is a course in ancient Greek philosophy, and the core of it will consist in a critical engagement 

with Aristotle’s texts. However, we shall study Aristotle as a philosopher whose ideas might help us 

address contemporary questions and debates. As such, the course should be of interest both for 

students with interests in the history of philosophy and classical studies, as well as contemporary 

epistemology, philosophy of mind, neuroscience, and philosophy of action.  

The prerequisites (as per the university’s calendar) are as follows: 

• Prerequisite: 1.5 credits in PHL 

• Recommended Preparation: PHL200Y5/210Y5 

mailto:juan.pineros@mail.utoronto.ca
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An adequate understanding of key concepts in ancient philosophy shall be assumed. Students who 

have not taken PHL200 are welcomed; but they should get in touch with the instructor by email as 

soon as they know that they want to take the course. I shall recommend some readings to ensure that 

they have a sufficient background with technical concepts used by Aristotle. A good start would be 

reading through a selection of Aristotle’s works (e.g. Ackrill’s, or Fine and Irwin’s), accompanied by a 

short introduction, such as Jonathan Barnes’s Aristotle: A Very Short Introduction. 

I am committed to making the class accessible to all students. If you have a disability that requires 

special accommodation, please get in touch with me as soon as possible so that we can discuss ways 

to ensure that you can get the most out of this class. Students are encouraged to visit the following 

links to find out more about accessibility options at UTM:  

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility/registered-students/aims-students 

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility/. 

 

TEXTS AND COURSE MATERIALS 

 

All students should purchase a copy of Christopher Shields’ (2016) translation and commentary of the 

De Anima (Clarendon Aristotle Series). Copies have been ordered through UofT’s bookstore. Primary 

texts and selections from books will be made available by the instructor through Quercus. Students will 

be responsible for finding copies of the articles they choose for their respective presentations. 

 

GRADING SCHEME AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Assignment 

a. Short commentary-summaries (x2), first due by Oct 28th 

b. In-class presentation 

Final grade % 

10% (5% each) 

15%  

c. In-class test on Oct 10th 

d. Final Paper (<2000 words) due 1pm, Dec 7th 

e. Participation (including attendance and reading exercises) 

 

25%  

35%  

15% 

 

Lateness penalty on written assignments: 3% of the assignment grade will be deducted for each day of 

lateness, and written assignments will be accepted only until the day on which they are returned to 

students (usually 2 weeks after the deadline). Extensions will require appropriate documentation 

(medical and related information will remain confidential). 

The course will run as a collaborative seminar, that seeks to foster the skills of careful and critical 

philosophical engagement. By drawing on each student’s particular skills and areas of interest, our 

understanding of Aristotle will be enriched. The assignments are designed to foster these goals, as 

follows (more detailed instructions will be provided at appropriate times in the semester): 

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility/registered-students/aims-students
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility/
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a. Commentaries: At the beginning of the term, each student will select a commentary of 

Aristotle’s De Anima. In addition to the primary reading, they will be required to read this 

commentary before each class. Twice in the semester they will add a short (2-3 paragraphs) 

critical summary of an important point in the commentary to a collective google doc that will 

be accessible to all class participants.  

There is a list of commentaries in the end matter of Shields’s book (pp.397-8). I encourage 

students with facility with other languages (for instance, ancient Greek, Latin, Italian, French, 

or German) to get in touch with me to try to find a commentary in those languages. This will 

enable the class to have access to a wider set of scholarship. 

b. Presentations: Each student will give a short (7-10mins) presentation once in the semester 

on a secondary source of their choice (a scholarly article or chapter that addresses topics in 

the primary reading). Students are encouraged to sign up early to present on topics they are 

interested in, and on which they might write their final paper. Here’s the sign-up link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11KtT2MVuDf7aqaogjiZvP00QAA9uny-

RGUCnhpfOL3k/edit?usp=sharing 

c. Midterm: There will be a test before reading week. Students will be given a series of passages 

from the Aristotelian corpus, and they will be asked to choose a number of them and provide 

a commentary, explaining the argument-structure and difficulties in the text. 

d. Final Papers: Students will have the opportunity to address at some length a topic from the 

readings, employing the skills and knowledge acquired throughout the semester. I will provide 

a set of prompts for students to choose from, but students are welcomed to propose their 

own prompt. However, these shall require the instructor’s approval. 

e. Participation: Regular participation in class discussions is crucial to engaging fully with the 

material. My goal is to establish a seminar environment in which all of you feel comfortable 

asking questions, expressing opinions, making observations, pointing out connections, and 

thinking about issues that excite you intellectually and matter to you personally. Your job is to 

come to class prepared, interested, and ready to engage. Part of your participation grade will 

be determined on the basis of short exercises aimed at improving your critical skills. 

 

EXPECTATIONS 

 

Students enrolled in the course should bear in mind the following points: 

1. The readings will not be extensive. For most classes you will be required to read 5-7 pages of 

Aristotelian text, and 10-15 pages of commentary. This is on purpose: Aristotle’s writings are 

extremely terse, and it takes considerable work to grasp his arguments. I recommend doing 

at least two readings of the primary text, one before reading the commentary, and one after. 

Students are not required to read the secondary readings, except for the presentations. It 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11KtT2MVuDf7aqaogjiZvP00QAA9uny-RGUCnhpfOL3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11KtT2MVuDf7aqaogjiZvP00QAA9uny-RGUCnhpfOL3k/edit?usp=sharing
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will be the task of the presenter to summarize the central points of these articles for the 

class. Of course, students are welcomed to do any further readings that they find helpful. 

2. It goes without saying that academic integrity is of the utmost importance in completing 

these assignments, which should employ appropriate referencing and citation. Please 

familiarize yourself with the discussion at: https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/academic-

integrity/students/scenarios/plagiarism. 

3. The University of Toronto is committed to equity and respect for diversity. All members of the learning 

environment in this course should strive to create an atmosphere of mutual respect. As a course instructor, I 

will neither condone nor tolerate behaviour that undermines the dignity or self-esteem of any individual in this 

course and wish to be alerted to any attempt to create an intimidating or hostile environment. It is our 

collective responsibility to create a space that is inclusive and welcomes discussion. Discrimination, harassment 

and hate speech will not be tolerated. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns you may contact the 

UTM Equity and Diversity officer at edo.utm@utoronto.ca or the University of Toronto Mississauga 

Students’ Union Vice President Equity at vpequity@utmsu.ca. 

4. Students who seek to improve their writing and academic skills are encouraged to visit the 

Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre at UTM: https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/asc/ 

 

HANDOUTS, OFFICE HOURS, AND EMAIL POLICY 

 

I will provide handouts and reading-supplements intended to help you grapple with the material, as 

well as individual guidance during office hours about your presentations and your papers. You are also 

welcomed to come to office hours to discuss any question about the content or structure of the course.  

There is no substitute for in-person philosophy discussions. For this reason, email is restricted 

for non-philosophical questions that can be answered in a few sentences. Please use office hours 

or set up an appointment for philosophical or longer questions. I will try to answer emails within 24 

hours during the week, and by Monday morning for emails received on weekends.  

 

SCHEDULE AND READINGS  

 

Date Topic Readings for all Readings for presentations 

5-Sep Intro  None None 

10-Sep Questions of Psychology 
i. DA 1.1 
ii. Aquinas's commentary 
on DA (selections) 

None 

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/academic-integrity/students/scenarios/plagiarism
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/academic-integrity/students/scenarios/plagiarism
mailto:vpequity@utmsu.ca
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/asc/
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12-Sep 
Aristotle's understanding of 
his predecessors 

i. DA 1.1-5  None  

17-Sep The definition of soul DA 2.1-2 

i. John Ackrill (1972/3), “Aristotle's Definition 
of psuchê” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 
ii. Stephen Menn, "Aristotle's Definition of 
Soul and the Program of the De Anima" OSAP 
iii. Jonathan Barnes (1971-2), “Aristotle’s 
Concept of Mind” Proceedings of the Arsitotelian 
Society. 

19-Sep 
Types of soul and their 
relation 

DA 2.3 

 
i. Jennifer Whiting, "Locomotive Soul: The 
Parts of Soul in Arsitotle's Scientific Works" 
OSAP 
iii. Robert Bolton (2005), “Aristotle’s 
Definition of Soul: De Anima II.1-3” 
ii. Corcilius and Gregoric, "Separability vs 
Difference: Types of Soul in Aristotle" OSAP 
iii. Christopher Frey (2007), "Organic Unity 
and the Matter of Man" OSAP 
  

24-Sep Powers and ends/Nutrition 
i. DA 2.4 
ii. Physics (selections) 

i. Cynthia Freeland (1986), "Aristotle on 
Possibilities and Capacities" Ancient Philosophy  
ii. William Charlton (1987) “Aristotelian 
Powers”, Phronesis Vol.32. 
iii. Theodore Tracy (1982) “The 
Soul/Boatman Analogy in Aristotle’s De 
anima” Classical Philology. 
iv. Anna Marmodoro, Aristotle on Perceiving 
Objects, Ch.2. 
v. TK Johansen, The Powers of Aristotle’s Soul, 
Ch.6 “The Importance of Nutrition”.  

26-Sep 
Perception 1: perception in 
general 

i. DA 2.5-6 
ii. Selections from Physics 
and Post. An. 

i. Robert Heinaman (2007) “Actuality and 
Potentiality in De Anima II.5” Phronesis. 
ii. Myles Burnyeat, "Is an Aristotelian 
Philosophy of Mind Still Credible" 
iii. Nussbaum and Putnam, "Reply to 
Burnyeat". 
iv. Victor Caston, "The Spirit and the Letter" 

1-Oct Vision and hearing 
i. DA 2.7-8 
ii. Selection from De Sensu 

i. Sarah Broadie (1993), "Aristotle's Perceptual 
Realism" Southern Journal of Philosophy 
ii. Justin Broackes, "Aristotle, Objectivity, and 
Perception". 
iii. Mark Johnstone, "Aristotle on Sounds", The 
British Journal for the History of Philosophy 
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3-Oct Smell and Taste 
i. DA 2.9-10 
ii. Selections from De Sensu 

i. Thomas Johanesen (1996), “Aristotle on the 
Sense of Smell” Phronesis. 
ii. Mark Jonstone (2012), "Aristotle on Odour 
and Smell" OSAP 

8-Oct Touch and sense generally 
i. DA 2.11-12 
ii. Selections from De Sensu 

i. Cynthia Freeland, "Aristotle on the Sense of 
Touch" 
ii. Julie Ward (1988) “Perception and Logos in 
De Anima ii 12” Ancient Philosophy. 

10-Oct In-class test No reading No reading 

15-Oct READING BREAK     

17-Oct READING BREAK     

22-Oct 
The number of the senses 
and the common sense 

i. DA 3.1-2 
ii. Selections from De Sensu 

i. Charles Kahn (1966), "Sensation and 
Consciousness in Aristotle's Psychology"Archiv 
für Geschichte der Philosophie 
ii. Deborah Modrak, (1981) “Koinē Aisthēsis 
and the Discrimination of Sensible Differences 
in de Anima III.2” Canadian Journal of Philosophy 
iii. Richard Sorabji (1979), “Aristotle on 
Demarcating the Five Senses” The Philosophical 
Review. 
iv. David Charles, selections from manuscript. 
v. iv. Anna Marmodoro, Aristotle on Perceiving 
Objects, Ch.4.  

24-Oct Imagination i. DA 3.3; 3.8 

i. Malcolm Schofield, "Aristotle on the 
Imagination" EADA 
ii. Victor Caston, "Why Aristotle Needs 
Imagination"  

29-Oct  Memory De Memoria (selections) 

i. Selections from Sorabji, Aristotle on Memory. 
ii. Julia Annas (1986), "Aristotle on Memory 
and Self" OSAP. 
iii. Helen S. Lang (1980), “On Memory: 
Aristotle’s Corrections to Plato” JHP  

31-Oct Dreams De Somnis (selections) 

i. David Gallop (1988), Aristotle on Sleep, 
Dreams, and Final Causes" 
ii. Raphael Woolf (1999), "The Coloration of 
Aristotelian Eye-Jelly: A note on On Dreams 
459b-460a" JHP 
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5-Nov Passive Nous DA 3.4 

i. Sarah Broadie (1996), "Noûs and Nature in 
Aristotle’s De anima III”. 
ii. Kurt Pritzl (1984), “The Cognition of 
Indivisibles and the Argument in De Anima 
3.4-8” 
  

7-Nov Active Nous DA 3.5 

i. Michael Frede, “La theorie aristotelicienne 
de l’intellect agent’ in Corps et Ame: Sur le de 
Anima D’Aristote 
ii. Victor Caston, "Aristotle's Two Intellects: A 
Modest Proposal" 
iii. Lloyd Gerson (2004), “The Unity of 
Intellect in Aristotle’s De Anima”, Phronesis. 
  

12-Nov Reasoning and Learning 
DA 3.6 
Selections from Post An 

i. Enrico Berti (1978), “The Intellection of 
“Indivisibles” according to Aristotle De Anima 
III.6” 
ii. David Bronstein, Aristotle on Knowledge and 
Learning (selections)  

14-Nov Content 3.7; review 3.8 
Stephen Everson (1997), Aristotle on Perception 
(selections) 

19-Nov Desire and Action NE 3.9-11 

i. David Charles, Aristotle's Philosophy of Action 
(selections) 
and "Aristotle on Desire in Action" (2009) 
ii. Ursula Coope (2007), “Aristotle on Action”, 
Aristotelian Society Supplementary Volume 
iii. G.E.M. Anscombe, Intention (selections) 
  

21-Nov  De Motu 
Animalium(selections) 

i. Selections from Nussbaum's essays in De 
Motui 
ii. Patricio A. Fernandez, “Reasoning and the 
Unity of Aristotle’s Account of Animal 
Motion” 
iii. Anthony Kenny, “The Practical Syllogism 
and Incontinence” 
 
  

26-Nov Action in the ethics Selections NE 3 and 6 

i. Ackrill, "Aristotle on Action" 
ii. Jennifer Whiting, "Choosing Virtuous 
Actions for Themselves" 
iii. David Charles, Aristotle: Philosophy of Action 
(selections) 
iv. G.E.M. Anscombe, “Thought and Action 
in Aristotle: What is Practical Truth?” 
  

28-Nov Training and habituation NE 2.4 

i. Marta Jimenez, “Aristotle on Becoming 
Virtuous by Doing Virtuous Actions” Phronesis 
ii. Margaret Hampson, “Imitating Virtue” 
Phronesis 
iii. Gilbert Ryle, “Teaching and Training”  
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3-Dec 
The Unity of the Soul and 
the Primacy of Touch 

DA 3.12 

i. D.S. Hutchinson (1987) “Restoring the 
Order of Aristotle’s De Anima”, The Classical 
Quarterly 
ii. S. H. Rosen (1961) “Thought and Touch: A 
note on Aristotle’s De Anima” Phronesis. 
iii. Robert Howton, “Why De Anima Needs 
III 12-13”  

 

 

Further readings for presentations may be added as the semester progresses, and other 

readings may be changed at the instructor’s discretion. Check Quercus for most up-to-date 

version of the syllabus. 

-----Last updated Sep 11, 2019---- 

 


